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Here we are at another Tues-
day afternoon drink. These 
drinks usually have a theme 
or even an activity attached 
to them, just like today: the 
lustrum opening drink! Today 
we will open the lustrum year 
in style. Of course that means 
there should be a PVC to cel-
ebrate this first lustrum ac-
tivity, or in this case the PME. 
Enjoy the small pieces that 
the committee has prepared, 
and  do not forget to check 
the website once in a while to  
participate in all the lustrum 
activities! 

What is a Lustrum?

Every year, everything and 
everyone gets a year older; 
this always happens on a spe-
cific day, namely the birth-
day. Usually, for people and 
organisations, this day is cel-
ebrated. For (student)associ-
ations, this day is not called 
the birthday, but the dies na-
talis. For Inter-Actief the dies 
takes place every year on the 
12th of March. But that’s not 
all, because every 5 years, the 
dies is extra special and it’s 
called a lustrum. Usually, the 
lustrum is not only celebrated 
on the dies itself, but with ac-
tivities throughout the entire 
year, which is why such an 
(academic) year is called a lus-
trum year. This year, Inter-Ac-
tief turns 45 years old, which 
means we are celebrating our 
9th lustrum this year! Today, 

the first activity of our lustrum 
year takes place, the Lustrum 
Opening Drink! We hope you 
enjoy today’s drink and the 
many activities to come!

A trip through time

In the past 45 years, a lot has 
happened, not only within our 
field of study but also within 
our beloved association, In-
ter-Actief. While there are still 
quite a few members around 
who can tell you about Lus-
trum Pixelate or Kansrijk, find-
ing someone who remembers 
what happened during The 
Next Level or Ontpoppen is 
quite a challenge. So let’s take 
a short trip down memory 
lane, we’ll save the even older 
lustra for another time;).
It’s crazy to think that some 
of you were still vibing in the 
womb when lustrum Ontpop-
pen took place (or I am just 
starting to feel old). This cel-
ebration featured a full lus-
trum week packed with activi-
ties, beginning with a lustrum 
opening where they dropped 
computers like a beagle from 
the top of the Calslaan old 
building! The rest of the week 
included a prom, a massive 
chess competition against the 
Dutch champion, and a week-
end getaway to top it all off. 
As a lasting memory of the 
event, they gifted the faculty a 
tree in the name of Inter-Ac-
tief. Sadly, this tree was never 
planted, as the planned loca-
tion was demolished a few 
years later :(

We then leap five years for-
ward. As you were progress-
ing through school, a large 
group of Inter-Actief members 
listened to an opening speech 
by Karel de Jonge, who com-
pared the association in 2011 
with the 1980s, in his words, 
“a time in which we were just 
having beers.” Seems like not 
a lot has changed since then… 
or has it? The rest of the lus-
trum week featured activities 
such as a party in the Pakkerij, 
but the highlight was organ-
ised during the dies weekend 
itself, an activity that has since 
become a beloved annual tra-
dition: the RIAlly. Early in the 
morning, participants puzzled 
their way to the final destina-
tion, where dinner was served 
and the party continued un-
til the next day.

Matrix Facts

In honour of the ninth lus-
trum, we dive into the world 
of the MatrIX and specifically :
- The word Matrix comes 
from Latin and literally means 
breeder or womb. A mathe-
matician coined the term be-
cause the matrix would give 
birth to new numbers. 
- The famous green code 
dwelling down the screen in 
the Matrix background comes 
from Japanese sushi recipes.
- The oldest known use of ma-
trices dates back to 200 BCE 
in China’s “Nine (waarvoor 
hulde) Chapters on the Math-
ematical Art”.
- A GPU is basically a special-
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ised matrix multiplication machine, rotating 
and scaling 3D objects onto our 2D screens.
- Although matrices are widely used in com-
puter science, the standard way to multiply 
two matrices requires n^3 multiplication. 
Today, the fastest algorithm runs in approx-
imately O(n^2.371), and the optimal number 
is still an open question in computer science.
- In the Matrix movie, Neo’s passport ex-
pires on 09-11-2001, while the film was re-
leased in 1999.

Public Matrix Puzzle();
The rules for the matrix puzzle are very simple. 
This puzzle consists of an IX by IX square. The 
main goal is to fill in the cells with the numbers 
1 through IX, such that every row and column 
contains these numbers only once. Additionally, 
the square is filled with areas containing IX cells 
each. These areas should contain the numbers 1 
through IX, all exactly once.
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